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~ From the N. Y¥. Be pel Herald. 
AN APPEAL TO THE WORLD. 


[Continued from page 33.} 
UNIVERSALITY OF THE ATONEMENT PROVED. 
The word PREDESTINATION is eu 


vertible term with elect, &c. This word occuts twice. by 


The word PaeDESTINATED occurs twice. Eph, i. 5—11. 


Jesus Christ to himself, according to the god pleasute 
his will.” ith verse. ‘*In whom we have obtained an 


inheritance, being predestinated aecording lo the purpose of} 


him, who worketh all things after the couhsel of his own 
will,” ‘What is thé counsel of his oWh will? ‘The two 
preceding verses inform us. “ Having made known unto 
us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure, 
which he had purposed in himself; That in the dispensa- 
iion of the fulness of times, he might gather together in one 
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth, even in him.” If it is objected, in this pas- 
sage, that ali does not mean all, but a part, (and we 
peg pardon for introducing this disagreeable word, we hav- 
ing intended to substantiate the truth, if possible, without 
introducing it) then we shall expect the objector to inform 
us what 1s to be done with that 


those in heaven, and damn them for nen-elect, for it will 
eccupy too much time for him to explain how these non- 
elect found their way into heaven in the first place, and be 
very difficult to prove, that if a part of the non-elect go to 
heaven, the residue will not get there likewise. We hope 
this will be remembered! 

The reader will be so good as to notice, that we have 
omitted numerous passages which go to prove the salvation 
of all men, and have confined ourselves principally to the 
passages which do not contain that, in these modera days, 
very equivocal and offensive word ali. Our motive for 
shis is obvious. The passages quoted apply directly to the 
subject under discussion, the extent, not the efficacy, of the 
atonement of Christ. On these passages, we are willing 
to rest the cause we advocate. 

It was our intention, after enumerating the passages 
which declare that Christ died for the world, to have vari- 
ed the phraseology, and substituted the word world, for the 
word elect, in those passages which declared that Christ 
died for the elect, and vice versa ; but, unfortunately for our 
opponent's hypothesis, there being no passage of the ki 
to be found in the Scriptures, we are oblig to forego 
pleasure of this accommodation. 

There are no less than 14 declarations, exclusive of 4 


from the Old Testament, that the atonement of Christ is} kingdom, Mat, xii, 25, 26. 


for the world. Is it possible that inspiration can deceive 
and equivocate in this manver, and write the word world 
18 times, and in every instance not mean the world, but 
caean something else? And this when it is declared, * To 


the law and the testimony, If you speak not according to|ners, and that the blood of Christ, cLEANSETH from all 
the things written in the book, it is, becanse there ie no'sin, 1 John i.7, John i. 29 


" “SATURDAY, JANUARY 1 


*| the Lox shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall 


the adoption of children PY | Bible, are supplied by the translators: And that all the 


part which is not gathered | one 
together in Christ ? and caution him not to take a part of eee 
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light in you?” Is it speaking-according to the things writ 
ten in the book, to alter and take from the book altogether ? 
We appeal to the consciences of all men! We ask you, B 
what nuthority you do these things? Give us a thus sai 
the Lord for these things, for we give in evidence, the oath 
of Jehovah, “Look wate me and be ye saved, aii the ends 
of the earth; for | am God, and none else. 1 have sworn 
, the word has gone out of my mouth, righteous- 
ness, and shall not returh, That unto me cvery kuee shall 
bow, enery tongue shall swear, surely shall say, in ‘he LonD 
ave I raghteousness and strength ; te him shall come; and 
all that are incensed against Him shall be ashamed. la 


glory?’ Isdiah xiv. 22~25. . 
N, B. Let it be remembered, that the words we have 
omitted, which are found in the English translation of the 


words printed in italics, in the Old and New ‘Testaments, 
are jious, and not to be found in the original copies! 

For a definition of the word kosmos, translated world, see 
Corngun ScHrevELIU Lexicon. kosmos, homines uni- 
versiy &c, There are but two alternatives—either admit 
the word kosmos, &c. means homines universi, mankind 
universally, or it only means a part (one distinct and ¢x- 
clusive part) of Adam’s race. If it means all, the ques- 
tion is settled for ever! Ifit means a part, the question is 
Waar part? Now we, on this ground, declare, that the 
non-elect are alone and exclusively alluded to; and we 
shall prove this from the Scriptures, according to the un- 
derstanding and conclusions of our ! See Joha 
xvii. 16. ‘*They are notof the [kosmou] even asl 
am not of the world,” {kesmou.] That is, say they, the 


produced FOURTEEN positive and unequivocal declara= 
tions, that Christ came, died, and redeemed the WORLD. 
Kosmos!!! Now, we say, you are destroyed by your 0 
premises. You have fallen into the pit you dig 
others! What can you do with your premises, Uh 
conclusions? Either acknowledge, like honest men, ye 
mistake and folly ; or, like brave men, dare ‘9 face us b 
yond the ramparts of your own pulpits, secured from re# 
ply by the civil law, and defended by the ignorance whic 
your misconstructions Las generated, and planted for bul- 
warks around you! 








COMMUNICATIONS. 


BOR THE INQUIRER. 





Mr. Editor, 

We often hear it said, that the doctrine of Univer- 
sal Salvation is the devil’s doctrine, and a great many ser- 
moos have been preached to make people believe it. Thus 
the Pharisees of old bl ed and said, that Jesus Christ 
by the aid of devils cast out devils, Mat. xii. 24, but if 
they had exercised their reason, they must have known 
that the adversary was too cunning, to destroy his own 


The Universalists believe and preach, that Gop will 
have all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth, 1 Tim. ii. 4. That God is the saviour of all 
men, 1 Tim.iv. 10. ‘They believe also, that they are sin- 





Reader, how many times. 


¢ &c! Be it so... We have © 
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and how many preachers have you heard say, that 
the doctrine which declares, that the blood of 
Christ, or the covenant cleanseth from ALL SIN, 
and saves the worcp, or aLt MEN, is a damnable 
doctrine, and the doctrine of devils. 

Universalists believe, that they were saved 
while they were sinners, and unbelievers, Rom. 
iii. 3. v. 6, 8. xi. 32, not on account of any good 
which they caa do, to merit salvation, Rom. i. 
20. xi. 6. Eph. ii. 8,9. Gal. ii, 16. 2 Tim. i. 
9. ‘Thev believe that ary shall know God, Isai- 
ah xi. 9. liv. 13. Jer. xxxi. 34. Hab. ii. #4. 
Tohn vi. 45. Heb. viii. 11, and that to know God, ! 
is eternal life, John xvii. 8. I would ask is this 
the devils doctrine? Universalists believe that 
the Lorn is good unto all, and that his tender mer- 
cies are over all his works, Ps. cxlv. 9. That 
the earth is the Lorp’s and the fullness thereof, 
Cor. x. 26, That He hath made all things, John i. 
3, and that all God’s works shall praise him, 
Ps. cexly. 10. cxiviii. cl. Phil. i. 10,11. Rev. 
vy. 13 and xv. 4, but the clergy say, THIS Is THE 
DEVILS DOCTRINE. 

Universalists believe and teach, that the church 
of God, is built upon a ROCK, a sure rounpaTIon 
(Curist,) and that the gates of hell shail not pre- 
vai! against it, Mat. xvi. 18. Ps. cxviit. 22. Isaiah 
xxvii. 16. Matt. xxi, 42. Eph. 1. 20. The 
cLearey arealarmed, and run from house, to house, 
crying, Religion is in danger—KReligion ts in dan 
gcr.—What religion? Why, OUR religion. If 
this devilish dectrine is preached, people will not 
believe in our Westminster confession—Our Say- 
brook, platform—Ovr creed—Our tradittons—nor 
our catechism. Universalists believe and teach, 
that DEATH and HELL, and him that hath the 
power of death, that is the devil, shaff be destroy- 
ed, Hos. xiii, 14. 1 Cor. xv. 26. Heb. i. 14. 
Rey. xx. 14. The clergy are filled with envy and 
wrath, and say, What! destroy our HELL, and 





our DEVIL. This is the most devilish doctrine 
that ever was preached. 
religion we get our wealth. Moreover, ye see, 
and hear, that not only bere, but almost through-| 
out the United States this devilish doctrine being: 
preached, ovr religion is in danger. We shall’ 


not be able to get away from the people, every | 


cent of money they have to spare—nor to get up 


ground for missionary purposes.—Great is Joun 

Carvin, of Geneva.—Great is our MISSIONARY so0-! 

cieties—Great ovr ANDOVER seminary. 
Universalist: believe, that the Grace of God, 


CLASSES, in every parish to cultivate acres a! 
| 


that bringeth Salvation unto all men hat appear-| 
ed, teaching them that denying ungodliness and, 


worldly lust, they should lve righteously, soberly 
and Godly in this present world, Tit. ti. 11, 12, 
but they do not believe that any righteousness 
short of perfect righteousness will merit eternal 
happinessin heaven. They believe the head of 
every man Jesus Curist, Cor. xi. 3, being made 


Sirs, ye know by OUR | 





perfect, became the author of eternal salvation, 


Heb. v. 9, that they are complete in him, Col. ii. 
10, and that the Lorp is their righteousness Isa. 
xlv. 23—25. Yet the clergy teach the people 
that this is the devils doctrine. You must put 
your trust, say they, in self righteousness—in fil- 
thy rag righteousness, Isa. Ixiv. 6, or you will be 
forever lost, and burn in hell to all eternity. But 
thanks be to God which giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. xv. 57, we 
do not trust in this righteousness of filthy rags, 
butin him who is the Lorp our Ricureousness. 
A UNIVERSALIST. 
yaaa? 

A copy of the following letter having been put into our 
hands, and being much pleased, to Gnd that spirit of inde 
pendence, which dares to call in question those dogmas, 
that have long been imposed upon the people for Gospel 
truth, and to ask an explanation of erroneous sentiments 
advanced from the pulpit, we have taken the liberty to !ay 
it before the public, being fully persuaded it will answe: 
two important and desirable ends. 

First, it will show the necessity of a careful examination 
of the sentiments preached, comparing them not only with 
the divine record, but also with the creed and general prin- 
ciples of the preacher. It will teach, that those dignified 
titles of D. D. &c. &c. do not render the possessor infal- 
ible—but that like other men they may err. It will show 
the right of private judgement, and stimu!ate others to free- 
ly speak their opinions in public, who have heretofore re- 
mained in silence, or in private expressed their conviction 
of the errors and inconsistencies of their preacher—and 

Secondly, It will inform the Clergy, that the day is past 
for blind submission to their doctrines, that the human 
mind is rousing from its Jong night of sleep, debasement 
and degradation, and exercising the right and priviledge of 
free inquiry, will dare to question their tenets, and to ex- 
amine their sermons.—Epitor. 


Hartrorp, Nov. 17th, 1821. 
, D. D. 

Strn—As usual I attended meeting on the 
last sunday, where you are accustomed to engage 
in the exercises of public worship, to illustrate 
the sacred writings, and to communicate truth and 
divine knowledge: but Reverend sir, I assure you 
it was with surprise, that | heard you give such 
an exposition of the passage or passages of gospel 
truth as you were pleased to make. For some 
purpose or reason which I may only conjecture 
(and perhaps improper at present to express) 
you selected for your subject the Parable of the 
wheat and tares. In your preliminary remarks, 
you stated that you should enter upon the subject 
with great confidence and freedom, as you should 
not give an exposition of your own, but should re- 
cite the words of the great teacher as recorded in 
the sacred volume ; an authority certainly higher 
than human. Taking this high and safe ground 
you manfully offered, as you said, the explanation 
given by the lip of truth. 

From your manner of explaining this parable, 
and exhibiting the views which you professedly 
entertain respecting the same, | was led to con- 
clude that either the preacher, or myself, had very 
much mistaken the views of the divine Teacher ; 
accordingly after my return home from meeting I 
had recourse to the record as given by the evangel- 





Rev. 
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. The wheat and tares you informed us, represent- 


_a sentiment that you have solong been defending ? 


. part of those intelligent beings who have borne the 


_1 need an answer ? 


_ cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, 


life and support of its recipient : that principle so 
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ast. After close examination (free from bias, and 
with a wish to possess correct views of the subject, 
and to ascertain whether I was somuch mistaken) I 
was thereby constrained to conclude that the 
preacher had made a great mistake, and that his 
explication did not agree with the divine testimo- 
ny. Ibave therefore without any disposition to 
criticise, or create unpleasant feelings, thought 
proper again to ask your attention to the subject, 
and see how far you can reconcile such ideas with 
the divine testimony, and the character of a be- 
nevolent God; and likewise to offer a few re- 
marks for your consideration. 

You endeavored to maintain that this parable 
was illustrative of the situation of man, as respects 
character, present condition, and ultimate end. 


ed the family of man: the wheat, holy, or reli- 
gious persons, and tares, unholy persons, or ein- 
ners. ‘The Lord the sower of the good seed, and 
the devil of the tares, and that they should grow 
up together until the harvest or end of the world, 
or general judgement as you express it, and then 
a separation is to be made; that is, the wheat or 
holy beings to enter into uninterrupted felicity and 
the chaff or sinners to be. swept away with the 
mighty besom into the sulphurous pit of hell, to 
endure inexpressible torture time without end ; 
age this contrary to the will of the great Omni- 
c, and which an exercise of power ina small 
degree might prevent ; yet the honor of his vio- 
lated law renders necessary.) 
Now, Rev'd. Sir, if the tares mean human be- 
ings, I ask if you are aware that you are opposing 


Look at your creeds and catechisms and see how 
they read. You have taught many a tender shoot 
that God made him, and that in him he lived and 
moved and had his being; and now do you tell 
grown up persons that the devil made them—that 
the’Lord called in the aid of the devil to make a 


image of the God of heaven? 
knowledge ? 
sound reason and philosophy ? or is it that incom- 
prehensible something which is the result of a 
‘* renunciation of reason,”’ which is said to be so 
essentially necessary to qualify for heaven? Do 


Is this biblical 


the lip of truth: examine the parable in Mark’s 
account. We are there told what the tares are, 
and how they operate. They are, says he, the 


and the lusts of other things which enter in and 
choke the word and it becomes unfruitful.’’ The) 


are impediments in the way of the operation of 


that vital and illuminating principle, which is the 


beautifully and justly illustrative of the heavenly 


I grant with the text that the 
devil sowed the tares ; but not that he made the 
intelligent part of creation: very different says 


the stature of the fulness of Christ, and makes bim 
productive of much fruit. in the exercise of all the 
social virtues and holy feelings. 

The tares clearly represent every thing which 
may be classed among the obstacles to human hap- 
piness and the causes which prevent an exhibi- 
tion of the christian graces. To define a little 
more particularly ; 1 will say, the corrupt part of 
human nature—those passions, lusts, errors and 
imperfections ; in short the various causes of 
temptation to evil, which (to predominate) are 


witnessed. The world is the field: and what! 
ask is this field? Does it not represent the ten- 
ement, those ‘ earthern vessels’ the repository of 
so valuable a treasure as the word, that Jump of 
animated matter in which is sown the seed of the 
kingdom? The world you have often told us 
represents mankind, and I readily grant the world 
is sometimes differently used: but the metaphor 
here, renders it necessary that it should be under- 
stood thus. The son of man we read, soweth the 
word, or seed, and the tares being of the wicked 
kingdom, were sown by the wicked ; and this wick- 
ed, or satan, or devil, taketh away or destroyeth 
the influence of the word sown in the heart, and 
when persecution or afiliction come upon them 
(as saith the record) they were offended and could 
not endure. The word or seed is accordingly 
sown in the human heart, and when the wicked 
principle exercises its influence, the heart be- 
comes thereby darkened and debased ; and then 
it.is that the word is choked. These various pat- 
sions, including lusts, cares, errors and the whe 
progeny or offspring of the wicked : those ema 
tions, satelites, or children, (if you are tenaci 
of the expression) may prove to be the ban 
human happiness, or may be the means of 
exaltation, as mankind submit to the govern 
of either. I would ask what this word is? ff 

not the ‘‘word which is nigh thee even in th 
heart,’ and as the apostle says ‘‘the word 
faith which we preach.” 


the ‘‘life and light of man.” ‘This Rev. Sir, ap- 
pears to be not a little mistake of yours : perhaps 
it would be thought uncharitable to indulge the 
idea, that there are some tares yet in the way 
which seem to spreadan impervious veil over the 
minds of many professed ministers of the gospel of 
Christ. But, dear sir, how is the heart cheered, 
with the belief that these tares shall! ultimately 
** be consumed, eradicated root and branch, and 
every thing which offendeth.”’ At this view the 
soul leaps with extatic joy from the prison which 
binds it to earth, even to that heavenly canaan, 
that celestial happiness possessed only by those 
‘who become subject to the government of the 
word or seed. Is not Rev’d. Sir, this parable 
rather intended to shew what the kingdom of heav- 
en is, and how to be possessed, and what possess- 





principle in man, the operation of which, ripens 


ing it is, while inhabiting this tenement ? Does 


the man unto a perfect one, unto the measure of not the Saviour say, “unto you it is given to 


productive of those ill effects which ali of us have 


Peter says ‘“‘the wotd © 
[s it consonant with the dictates of|which by the gospel is preached’ and whichis — 
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know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.” 
The kingdom of heaven gays he is like unto seed 
sown in the field—Like to agrain of mustard seed 
—Like to leaven, &c. Those superstitious Jews 
whose religion consisted of a round of ceremonies 
and useless external acts, knew nothing of this 
kingdom ; they were strangers to it, and were to 
be taught that it was within and might be enjoyed | 
in this life: that it was righteousness, peace, and 
joy in the holy ghost, and to be produced by com- 
ing under the government of this principle illus- 
trated by the seed. This wicked kingdom ie fall 
of tares ; the enemy enters, or comes when men 
are asleep (as to the concerns of their happiness) | 
and sows, or infuses them, but yet this ‘* wicked 
shall be revealed” and these ‘“‘tares shall be en- 
tirely consumed.” 

Much is said about casting into a furnace of fire, 
where shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.— 
Those who have been much observant of the feel- 
ings and conduct of men, have seen all this, andj 
that, this side of the grave. ‘‘ The Jews are cast 
into outer darkness, while believing gentiles sit 
down in the kingdom of God, with Abraham, &c. 
comforted with the same faith. that in Christ all 
the families of the earth should be blessed. The 
Calvinists or partialists, are now wailing and 
gnashing their teeth to see those who differ in 
sentiment from them, sitting down in the kingdom 
of heaven &c. ‘and they themselves by their un- 
belief in the trath, and blind and obstinate adher- 
ence to Calvin and their own errors cast out.” 
Thus you find tares may be great impediments in 
the way of producing good fruit, while they are 
allowed to choke the word. Yuu ask if man will 
be more wise than God? Let this question be 
asked to some of the ‘guides of souls.’ I amsen- 
sible we ought to guard well against -the enemy. 
By the true touchstone, that principle which ma- 
keth manifest, we shall be able to discover the 
difference between the kingdom of heaven and 
the kingdom of the wicked ; their fruits are visi- 
ble ; even the graces of the one, and the vices of, 
the other ; one productive of heaven, and the oth- 


dead. 





er of hell ; and those who live in the latter king- 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 
Of the explication of the Scriptures. 
(Continued from page 38.) 

It is hoped that'enough has been said to demon- 
strate the fallacy and absurdity of the pretension, 
that the scriptures are enigmatical and mysterious : 
much more it is trde might be offered upon this 
subject, but itis believed that those, with whom, 
the considerations which have been urged, have 
made no impression, are too securely shielded in 
the impenetrable armour of prejudice, aguinst the 
weapons of reason and argument, to be convinced 
by any process of reasoning or argumentative de- 
monstration however conclusive it might be.— 
Those who will not believe Moses and the proph- 
ets, would not believe were one to conie from the 
We shall therefore consider it as establish- 
ed, (hat the scriptures are to be understood and 
interpreted as all other writings are—that lan- 
guage, is used in the sacred volume in its ordina- 
ry sense, and not in a mystical or ‘an arbitrary 
one. 

In this view of the subject. is there any diffical- 
ty in understanding the scriptures? Is there any 
apparent nédessity for the learning, ingenuity and 
labours of'a’ numerous profession—or for the in- 
numerable tomes of commentaries, €xpositions, 
illustrations, &c. which have inundated the chris- 
tian world. 

Revelation consists of a record of the will and 
dispensations of God fo mankind. This record is 
to be understood and: construed in the same man- 
ner that all other written communications are. 
To rerider this matter more clear, we will suggest 
the leading ‘principles upon which the Bible in 
common with all other writings is to be understood 
and interpreted. 

First, Words, being the signs of ideas, and their 
specific signification arising from usage and com- 
mon concent, are to’ be understood according to 
their ordinary and most known sense. 

Second, When words are signs of different 
ideas, are used in an ambiguous or equivocal man- 
her, or in a metaphorical or allegorical sense, or 
when from an inaccurate and defective arrange- 














dom and practice its vices, ‘‘must be punished ment of language, the ideas intended to be convey- 
with this everlasting destruction of true love, joy,!ed are involved in dbscurity and doubt—in these 
and peace ; must experience a hell within tor-| and all other cases Where words do not clearly and 
— — with fear, making them wretched, distinctly convey the ideas of the writer, it is neces- 
and miserable, and must last as long as they are sub- gary to have recourse to other considerations ; the 
jects of this kingdom: but yet multitudes have been most important of these are, 
thus punished with an everlasting destruction, who| The subject, the spirit and reason, of the com- 
see — a eon Seah vat merciful we iy 1 munication, the object aimed at, the person who 
ion,’’ and suffer this seed of grace to translate | writes, and the persons to whom the communica- 
— from this horrible pit, to the heavenly jer- tion is made, the circumstances under which it is 
usaiem. ‘made, as time place &c.:and known facts, and es- 
: _ with that love peng me aoe Tt pemebed principles. Mf these considerations were 
0 all. UR. {properly attended ‘to, erson of ordinar 
- B. ~ on wr ores was tee in haste, the writer’ judgement atid capacity could find any dificulty in 
must apologize for the want of that systematic arrangement odin 3 : 
and order, which he frankly sikoutiedace may be chenget understandin the scriptures, if they could read 
upon him, yet he believes himself actuated from motives them with minds, free from prejudices and pre- 
that will sufficiently justify the manner, &c. 


}conceived opinions; but few can do this, for al- 
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most every individual has certain notions, which 


have been instilled into his mind from his roomier ba his writings have a reference in a greater 


and having ‘grown with his growth, and strengh- 


ened with his strength,’ and not knowing how they, were intended for a particular case, or particular 


came there, they are regarded as innate ideas, or| 
primary truths. 

What difficulty can there be in understanding 
the Bible upon these principles, if all prejudices 
were removed out of the way. 


If any passage, | 


from the ambiguity er metaphorical use of lan-| bring with thee, and the books, but eepecially the 
guage, occasions any doubts, what is the proper parchments.”’ 


way to remove them, and ascertain its true mean- 
ing ? 


reason and experience? To look into the subject, 
to see who it is that speaks, to whom the language 
is addressed, the object in view, the occasion, or 
the circumstances which gave rise to the commu- 
nication. 

There is one almost universal source of misap- 
prehension and error in reading the scriptures : 
It is that, of considering them in the abstract ; i. e. 
of regarding the various truths, propositions, max- 
ims, observations, sayings, parables, &c. as apply- 
ing generally and indiscriminately to mankind. 
Nothing can be more incorrect thanthis. There 
is not scarcely a parable, a saying, ora proposition 
in the New Testament, but what was occasioned 
by some particular circumstances, or had refer- 
ence to some particular case—known facts, or 
occurrences existing at the time. 
doctrines of christ, although from their ‘purity 
they are applicable to all people and to all periods, 
are not laid down in the abstract, but have a par- 


ticalar reference te the Jews to whom they were. 


communicated,—their laws, religion, traditions, 
customs, manners. He says, you have heard that 


it hath been said thou shalt love thy neighbour | question myself, I will copy an.answer from a dis-’ 
and hate thine enemy ; but I Say unto! you, ‘love|tinguished writer, which is equally conspicuous 


your enemies, bless those that curse you,’ &c. 
‘It is therefore by a reference to the local and pe- 


culiar notions of the Jews that the sublimest of all |of the Old Testament ;;and to believe that Jesus 


moral principles was introduced. 
Most persons who read the Bible, consider ever 


thing they find therein, except what is distinctly 


of a historical nature, as applying to themselves. 





ine disciple Timothy, he says to him ‘‘ the cloak 


Is it, to consider the passage as mystical, to, the understanding and interpretation of the scrip- ¥ 
attempt to spiritualize it, and to discover a mean- tures, we will subjoin a few remarks upon their ; 
ing which does equal violence to the language, |contents and requirements, 
and tocommon sense? Or is it proper to exam- ject, we will notice one very general cause of er- 
ine it upon the same princples we would any oth-jror, difficalty and perplexity. , 
er matter, and to avail ourselves of the light of | practice of attaching an undue importance, to par- i 


Even the moral; 





weaknesses he perfectly understood, and_ to 





or lessdegree. ‘To consider those sayings which 
persons, as applicable to ourselves, is equally ab- 
surd.as it would be to make the same application 
of the words of St. Paul, when writing to bis friend 


Se ee 8 


that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou cameth a 


— a 


Having made these general observations as to 


And opon this sub- i 
We allude tothe ; 


ticular passages and texts, and almost entirely dis- 
regarding the general character, objects, and re- : 
quirements of the scriptures, This is an entire * 
departure from the principle sanctioned by com- 
mon sense and common experience, aad which 
we apply to all other subjects. On examiningalaw, 
or a book, we attempt to.discover its general char- I 
acter, design, or object ; and this we do not think 
of deing by an attention to nice points of verbal : 
criticism, or by giving a particular coustruction to : | 
an individual clause or passage, but we expect to 
discover it in the genera! characteristics.and com- 
plexion of the werk. We cannot judge of any 
thing by viewing a part of it, it is only froma view 
of the whole, that a correct estimate can, be made. 
You might as well decide as to the characterof an 
individual from a single act or circumstance of Lis 
life, as to undertake to, determine as to the objeuts 
aod requirements of the scriptures from. distinct 
and ingolated texts or passages. 

We would then ask, -whatis the substance of 
revealed truths,.and ef the .requirements of the 
scriptures? Instead of attemptmg to auswer this 





for its juetness and brevity : ‘‘ Io fear God’’ says. 
he ‘‘and keep his commandments is the summary” 


Christ is come in the flesh, is the compendium, 
the new. Whosoever can prove his obedience 
and faith by these two plain duties fulfils the law” 
and the gospel.”” What more than this, is requir- 7 


This is just aboutas correct as to revealed truths, 
‘as it would be as to natural truths, for the observ-| repeatedly told that to love God and our neigh- 
er to consider his eye as the center of the system|bour comprises all, the law. and the. prophets. 
of creation. The sayings and parables of Christ| And does the New Testament require any thing 
were mostly occasioned by particular circumstan- | more of us than to believe in Jesus Christ, to.do 
ces existing at the time, and to which they had ajjustice, love mercy, and walk humbly? If apy 
particular reference, and ‘they cannot be under-|thing more is required I should be glad to knew 
stood without an attention tothose circumstances ;| whatit is? Are there aay other points of faith, 
the Epistles of St. Paul, were addressed to differ-jthat we are required to-believe ? 
ent people with whom he had preached, and|may seem, there are no other in the Bible. 

whose morals, religious instruction, faith, and also} This is a short and simple creed ; but ‘it is all 
their peculiar and national prejadices, errors. and| that the scriptures require—all that the Apostles 
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ed of us, or is important for us to know? Weare — 
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believed or taught. This creed can be under- 
stood by the simplest capacity ; it requires neither 


‘amining this subject have rested for a moment on 
| Lam. iii. 31, 32, all his difficulties must have fled 


learning nor science, nor the aid.of councils, sy-|‘‘For the Lord will not cast off forever: For 
nods, commentaries, biblical criticisms, doctors of| though he cause grief, yet he will have compassion 


divinity, religious teachers or theological semina- 
ries. Such is the creed and ‘system of divinity’ 
of the Bible ; we shall endeavor to shew hereafier 
how they agree, with those, which owe their ori- 


gin either to the weakness or craftiness of men. 
LRENCHARD. 


Keligious Gnquirer. 


HARTFORD, SATURDAY, JANUARY, 19, 1822. 








We have received a communication from an 
“Inquirer,” in New-Haven, presenting us, with 
a number of texts for explanation, and requesting 
us to insert his letter. It is necessary, that we 
inform the “Inquirer,” and other correspondents, 
that it will be out of our power to comply with 
their requests, when in addition to alengthy com- 
munication for insertion, they send a number of 
passages selected from different parts of the scrip- 
tures for explanation, and expect the reply in one 
number. Our paper is small and issued but semi- 
monthly. We have many correspondents claim- 
ing a share of our notice, and it is necessary, to 
meet the various wishes of our numerous Patrons, 
that our paper should contain sentiments on differ- 
ent subjects. Willing to meet the wishes of every 
serious ‘‘Inquirer,”’ as far as in our power, and 
to relieve the mind from every doubt, as to the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation as far as we are 
able, although we cannot insert the “ Inquirer’s”’ 
letter, we will reply to some of his queries. 

‘*T will first take the subject of the eternity of 
future punishment. And the firet text that pre- 
sents itselfis Nahum i. 3. ‘The Lord is slow to 
anger, and great in power and will not at all ac- 
quit the wicked.” Query here, how shall they be 
acquitted.” Reply. We are not disposed to 
take the proper subject of punishment, from the 
righteous and just discipline of God—who has po- 
sitively declared ‘‘ He will by no means clear the 
guilty.” We fully believe that God “ will re- 
ward every man according to his works’ and 
** will not at all acquit the wicked,” and we think, 
we can show our friend his mistake in the appli- 
cation of this text and some others, which he has 
brought forth in proof of the eternity of future pun- 
ishment, We ask him seriously to inquire who 
are wickep, an'if there was not a time, when 
even those, who now boast of their righteousness 
were wickep ? then let him apply his text, ‘ will 
not at aLL acquit the wicxep,” and let that be an 
evidence of the eternity of future punishment, 
and then let him say whether Universal Damna- 
tion is not completely proved on his own premises, 
‘* For all have einned and come short, of the glory 
of God,” With this, his passage from Psalms also 
isanswered. Could the eyx of inquirer while ex- 


according tothe multitude of his mercies.’ With 
respect to Luke xiii. 24, we request “ Inquirer” 
once more to examine the passage with its con- 
nexions, and see whether it does not apply to the 
change of dispensations, then about to take place, 
and the effects resulting to the Jews from that 
change. Mat. xxvi. 24, with respect to its being 
“‘good for that man if he had not been born.” 
The error lies in supposing the natural birth of 
Judas to be meant—which is not believed to be 
the case. Johniii. 36, ‘The iuqnirer has incau- 
tiously suffered the word never to drop into his 
query, and drawn conclusions not warranted by 
the text. For instance, the text says, ‘* He that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.”” We will suppose 
an individual, who to day does not believe on the 
son of God, consequently does not see life, &c. 
now should we adopt the word never, and say 
‘he shall never see life,” should we be dealing 
justly with the text? Certainly not. How many 
who once were unbelievers, now believe the re- 
cord that God hath given of his Son, and rejoice 
with joy unspeakable. Our friend should remem- 
ber, that there must be life in the Son of God, 
for a man before he looks, if not, by looking he 
could not see it. If the inquirer will connect 
John viii. 21, with Jobn xiii. 33, he may perhaps 
form different ideas on the subject. In noticing 
Rey. xiv. 10, 11, the inquirer stops short in the 
middle ofthe Ilth verse, as though the subject 
ended there. In this he follows the practice too 
many pursue in the use of the scriptures. The 
verse reads thus ‘“‘and the smoke of their tor- 
ment assendeth up forever and ever; and they 
have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast 
and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark 
of his name.” If our friend is a sincere ‘* In- 
quirer” after trufh, we ask him why he was so 
cautious to end his quotation at the words forever 
and ever—had he noticed the words ‘* DAY and 
NIGHT,” he would have had no occasion to in- 
quire, how long forever and ever is, unless he sup- 
\poses that there are periods of day and night in 
eternity. We think a moments attention would 
have convinced him that all that is contaimed in 
these verses is confined to this world, unless be 
can believe in additioneto the revolution of day 
and night in eternity, men will there worship 
the beast, and his image, and receive the mark of 
his name, for it is the worshipers of the BEAST 
that are tormented, forever and ever, and who 
are tormented while they worship. 

As the book of Revelations is considered a pro- 
phetic history of the church, a relation of the 
various revolutions it would experience, its pros- 
perity and adversity, the’ persecutions it would 
have to encounter and trials to endure ; and a8 
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numerous scenes and events foretold, have and 
are daily taking place in our world, we see no rea- 
son to believe that the events alluded to in Rev. 
xxii. 11, are in another world, any more-than that 
the torments in‘licted on those, that worship the 
beast, and his image are. 

With respect to the remarks on our reply to 
**Oue’”’ inthe 4th No. we need only say that hav- 
ing received another letter from that writer, the 
‘“‘Inquirer’’ will be answered in our reply to him. 

Our friend must be ignorant, we think, of the 
system of Universal Salvation, as well as of the 
scriptures, if he supposes that, the HOPE of the 
Universalist, is ‘* placed on constrnctions of the 
scripture, and more on general principles, than on 

ositive declarations.”” What can he have more 
POSITIVE than the promise of God made to the 
Patriarchs—Agranam, Isaac, and Jacon, and con- 
firmed by his oath. We wish himto read Heb. vi. 
17, &c. and then say whether that hope which is 
an anchor of the soul, is placed more on construc- 
tions and general principles, than on positive de- 
clarations. 

Our friend inquires, what will be the conse- 
quences of a Misrake if the doctrine we advocate 
should prove false? We reply, we have no seri- 
ous apprehensions as to consequences. While 
we labor to serve our God, according to the 
knowledge we have been able to obtain, both 
from his works, and his word, and have endeavor- 
ed to do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with our God, we cannot entertain an idea so de- 
rogatory to His character as to suppose that he 
will make any of his creatures endlessly miserable, 
merely for believing, or propagating the belief, 
that Gop, the CREATOR and FATHER of the 
spirits of all flesh, is infinitely Wise—omnipotent 
in powER and unbounded in MERCY andin LOVE; 
and that in his infinite goodness he will save all 
mankinD. We have not the least apprehension 
that such a mistake will ever happen, as that of 
our finding the Deity less kind, and merciful than 
we now believe him to be. We apprehend the 
mistake will be on the other hand, and when we 
learn, that God hath concluded all in unbelief, 
that he might have mercy upon all, we shall ex- 
claim with the apostle, ‘‘O the depths of the rich- 
es both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
how unsearchable are his judgements, and his 
ways past finding out.” 


MISSIONARY FIELDS. 
“A thousand arguments Swarm round my per 
rom heaven, and earth, and man—Indulge a few.” 
The above quotation, headed with the pompous 
declaration, of ‘“‘IT WILL BE DONE,”’ is used 
as an introduction to a kind of Missionary tract, 
begging of people, to consecrate a piece of ground, 
as a MISSIONARY FIELD—to be cultivated by 
pious young men; the products of which, is to 
be sold, and the money placed in the missionary 






































ly, cultivated to every 1,000 inhabitants, a sum is 
insured each year, greater by one third, than has 
been received in four years from 200 auxilaries, 
by the American Bible Society.”’ 

Without stopping to notice the various arts, 
that have been employed to get money, which at 
once shews the avaricious disposition, and cun- 
ning craftiness of the clergy, we shall proceed to 
notice one of the inducements held out, to per- 
suade individuals to devote a piece of ground for 
missionary fields, ‘‘In the firm belief of these 
truths, the aged farmer at this’’ seed time ‘‘ of the 
year will consecrate his missionaRy FieLD, and 
will water it with tears, wishing to leave to the 
world a memorial of his benevolence, and anxious 
to provide an ANTIDOTE TO AN ACCUSING 
CONSCIENCE in the hour of death.” 


Shall we say that it is sin, that produces an 
“ accusing conscience.”’ That it is the reflection of 
crimes committed, and of wrongs done, which are 
unrepented of, and unatoned for, that produces 
‘‘an accusing conscience in the hour of death ?” 
we must. Then reader look with astonishment, 
and shudder at the impiety ofthose nen, who, pro- 
fessing to be ministers of Christ, instead of direct- 
ing the mind of the sick and dying, to the ‘*‘ Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the world,” instead 
of teaching them to confess their sins to Ged and 
throw themselves at the feet of divine mercy—to 
séek for refuge in the all atoning blood of Jesus— 
teilthem, that a ptece of land given for a missionary 
field, will be an ANTIDOTE to an accusing con- 
science and quiet it, with the hopes of eternal life. 

Are these gentlemen aware of the effects of 
these declarations ? what is this but saying to the 
wealthy, live as you will, practice whatever knave 
ry you please, make use of your riches to grind 
ithe face of the poor, defraud the widow and th 
orphan of their little pittance, only give us ai 
ACRE or half an acre of ground for a missionary 
field, and when stretched on the bed of sickness— 
when the reflection of such deeds shall harrow up 
the soul, and an ‘“ accusing conscience” torments 
you, then siall the missionary field be the all pow- 
erful ANTIDOTE that shall ease your souls, ané 
take away the accusing conscience. 

This is popery in all its deformity—the pur- 
chase of a pardon of sins, by giving a piece of land 
or a little money—nay, the purchase of indulgen- 
ces tosin ; for let it be observed, that in the reign 
of superstition and ignorance, the vilest and most 
eo of men, could always purchase peace 
of conscience, by giving a portion of his property 
to the clergy—obtain absolution of all sins-—and 
be received into the bosom of the church. The 
church of [ome soon found that it was as easy te 
grant indulgences to commit sin with the full as- 
surance of pardon, as to pardon past sins, and 
therefore granted power to its pres to sell indul- 
Igences. The protestants in New-Engiand have 
trodden the very steps of the Romish clergy, an¢ 





COFFER, and we are told that from ‘“‘ one acre on- 





we find them urging people to give a peice of lane 
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as a Missionary field, in order to have an ANTIDOTE at 
hand, toease an “ AccUSING comscIENCE” on the bed of 
death. 

it is surprising to find how far religious bigotry, will 
blind the mind, to the experience of the past, and with all 
the advantages of reading still keep it in ignorance. Can 
these gentlemen suppose that the preaching of a Tetsel in 
the sixteenth century, and the selling of indulgences, could 
arouse the mind from its srvpor and produce a reforma- 
tion, which has nearly destroyed the old established order 
of things in the church, and that in the NINETEENTH 
century, people will tamely submit to the same gross im- 
positions and believe that the gift of a small piece of land, 
or working on it a few hours in a year, will purchase a 

pardon of sins. -Yea, indulgence to sin—having the FIELD 
constantly in view that when the accusing spirit points to 
evil deeds, the miserable man will say, remember my mis- 
sionary field, which I have given to quiet my conscience in 
thishour. ‘There may be a few who may have been taken’ 
by the deception ; but we feel persuaded that the good 
sense of community, will soon teach those gentlemen they 
have been mistaken in this matter. That there is none 
can forgive sins but Gop—and that there will be more 
peace enjoyed in looking in the hour of distress, to him 
who hath said “ Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth: for lam God, and there is none else,’’ 
and to him who hath said “Come unto me, all ye that Ja- 
bor and are laden, and 1 will give you rest,’? than to a 
piece of ground given to the church, to aggrandize a few 
men, and keep them employed in preaching, when the en- 
lightened minds of the people will not give them voluntary 
support. 

=—_ 
JOHN CALVIN. 

Our attention is again called to this celebrated reformer. 
A writer in the Mrrror taking advantage of a mistake 
in dates, endeavors to draw off the mind from the sub- 
ject, and to impress it with the belief, that the whole of the 
article in our 4th number is, or may be false. We have 
no disposition to lay more siris to Calvins charge, than he 
merits, nor to heap more obliqay on his name than it de- 
serves. We selected the items composing that article 
from a pamphlet in our possession, and knowing the cir- 
cumstances to be true, were not careful to compare the 
dates with the more authentic record of ecclesiastical his- 
tory. 

The writer does not deny the burning of Servetus by 
Calvin, nor his cruelty and oppression to BotsEc and Cas- 
TALto, to which we may add, GruEt, Ocninus, and 
others, which are sufficient to shew the violent and perse- 
cuting spirit af Calvin ; nor does he deny the fact respect- 
ing Genritis, but makes a play upon the mistake in the 
dates. According to Mosn1emM and others, Calvin died in 
1564, and Valentilis was beheaded in 1566, two years after 
Calvin’s death,—hence our article may yet be correct, for 
it is well known, that Calvin during his life pursued with 
utmost bitterness, all who dared to express a sentiment 
different from his own, infused this spirit into his followers, 
and aided by the civil magistrate banished or put to death, 
all who presumed to oppose his darling tenets of absolute 
decrees, particular election, &c. Now although Valentilis 
was not beheaded until two years after Calvins death, yet 
if Calvin began the persecution, and his associates follow- 
ing the example o/ their master, pursued Valentilis until 
they procured his death, the statement is correct, that 
** Calvin and his associates procured the death of Valenti- 
lis.”? In the Edinburgh Ency. Ast. Calvin, we are in formed 
that in 1563, Calvin found it necessary to engage in contro- 
versy wiih some hereticks, particularly Valentine Gentilis. 


CHURCH MACHINERY. 
The following extract presents a view of the machinery 
f the Holy Catholic Church in the days of its purity. The 





al dominion it was found expedient that the charch es- 





tablishment should comprize a type or emblem of heaven 
and fell; the former could be made of timber and stained 
cloth, but the latter being a place of confinement and pun- 
ishment, must have some ‘iron work’ about it. It was 
not deemed necessary that heaven, should be represented 
as the dwelling place of God, or the Holy Angels, as this 
forms no part of the typical heaven, but care was taken 
that hell should be well supplied with Devils. The extract 
was copied by Horace Walpole, from a book preserved in 
the church of Mary Radcliffe, Bristol, in England. 

“¢ Memorandum.—Master Cummings hath delivered the 
4th day of July, A. D. 1470, to Nicholas Betts, vicar of, 
Radcliffe, Mosses Courtney, &c. a new sepulcher well 
guilt and cover thereto, an image of God Almighty rising 
out of the same sepulcher, with the ordinance that longeth 
thereto: that is to say—a lath made of timber and iron 
work thereto. 


Item.—Thereto longeth Heaven made of timber and 
stained cloth. 

Item.— Hell made of timber and iron work, with Devils, 
the number thirteen. ; 

Item.—F our knights armed, keeping the sepulcher with 
their weapons in their hands; that is to say, two spears, 
two axes, two paves cope 

Items.—Four Angels wing’s for four Angels made of 
timber and well painted. 

ltem.—The fadre, the crown and visage the bell with 
a cross upon it well guilt with fine gold. 

Jiem.—T he Holy Ghost coming out of heaven into the 
sepu'cher. 

Jiem.—Longeth to the Angels four chevelers (i. e. wigs.)”? 


“ Eet GOD be TRUE, but every mana LIAR.”’—St. Paul. 


In the religious tract relating to MISSIONARY FIELDS, 
it is said, ‘‘ Money is no less the ‘nerve’ of missionary 
enterprise, than of ‘war.’ The HEATHEN wiil not be 
given to Christ without MONEY.” So say the desciples 
of John Calvin, who nevertheless believe, that a certain 
definite number were E.xectep before the foundation of 
the world, and given to CHRIST, and that not one more 
or less, can be saved or lost, MONEY or no MONEY. Let 
us now listen to the scriptures. God by his servant David, 
says, Psalm, ii. 7, 8, I will declare the DECREE: The 
Lerd hath said unto me. Thou art my son, this day have 
I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I will give thee the HEA- 
THEN for thine INHERITANCE, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for thine POSSESSION. St.Paul says, “ And 
the scripture foreseeing that God would justify the HEA- 
THEN through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abra- 
ham, saying, IN THEE SHALL ALL NATIONS BE BLESSED.” 

Now reader, which will you believe, Gen, or those Mis- 
SIONARY advocates. If you prefer believing those who 
say that “the HEATHEN will not be given to Curise 
without money, will you inquire, why a large portion of 
the money you have given to purchase souls for Christ, ie 
now lodged in the BAnxks accumulating interest, instead of 
being appropriated to its ostensible ebject? Such a report 
is in circulation, how true it is, we will not say, but if this is 
true, we ask these pious people who have made the calcula- 
tion, ofhow many persons were dying every hour and sink- 
ing to hell, to say, if money only can give the heathen to 
Christ, how many thousands die daily and stvK TO HELL, 
for the want of the proper use of that money which is sally 
lodged in the Banks im New England. 
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“Onn,” and “Inqurrer,” in Hartford shall be noti- 
ced in our next. 


Other requests shal! be attended to as we haye room. 
POPOL ASR, CAM T Geer i th rca neti int es A en 
PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY, A’ $l PER ANN. IN AD- 

VANCE, A FEW RODS SOUTH OF THE LITILE BRIDGE. 


For Sale at this Office. —Universalist’s Hymu Books. A 
fow Pamphlets on different snbiects. 








—s peter 
2 a aeaaaaas 
. «aes ane 
ae it és 
eS eee eee ws ‘ . 





